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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Heover, Director, Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


April, 1931 Number 4 


Pontents of the April Bulletin. 

_ This issue of the bulletin contains the usual table showing the 
~@ sumber of offenses known to the police as reported to the Bureau of 
@ Investigation by contributing police departments for the month of 


_ The above tabulation is woe Table I and contains only those 
figures which are contributed by police departments of cities, towns, 
and villages, as Se from the returns submitted by county 
sheriffs, State police, United States marshals in the possessions, and 
officers in a similar status. These latter figures represent the returns 
received from county and other os including the posses- 
sions, and are published in Table I-A. 
In addition to the above, tabulations are included showing the su 
plementary returns received since the last issue of the bulletin. The 
supplementary table is designated Table II. Table II—A of the bulle- 
tin contains figures which have been previously published but are 
corrected or revised in this edition. 

The term “Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the Uniform Classification 


_§@ Occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
_@ to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
_@ cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the fol- 
a eine group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
@ to be those i 


most: generally. and completely reported to the police: 

Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
and (6) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; speravet 
clu a 


§ assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft, 
@ thefts of $50 and over and (6) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 
'® the figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 
| crimes of the designated classes excepting attempted murders classed 
9 % aggravated assaults. In other words, an arabia burglary or 


tobbery, for example, is reported in the monthly bu 

manner as if the crime had been completed. 
“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
nses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 

ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 


etin in the same 


7 | Tables are also included to show the extent of the population area 
@ presented by contributing cities, exclusive of county and other 


ns. In addition, the number of current and supplement: 


j Teturns received, by States, for 1931 are published separately, while 
# the average daily number of offenses and the per cent of each offense 


J oelass to the whole number reported, as reflected by the figures received, 
~"B tre also shown. 
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Increase in New Contributors Continues. 

The number of cities which have at any time during the year 193) 
contributed returns on offenses known to the police to the Bureau of 
Investigation reached 1,272 im April. The os represented by 


those cities is estimated to be 48,440,282. ‘This, of course, is exclusiyg _ 


of returns received from county and other jurisdictions. 

Police departments in 1,211 eities throughout the country forw 
offenses of the desi rted to those police departments 
for the month o Apeil. Returns for that month were also received 
from a number of counties in various States, State police in several 
jurisdictions, the First and Third Divisions of Alaska, Hawaii, and 

orto Rico. 

In the following table are shown the number and per cent of the 
cities and the number and. per cent of the population of those cities of 
more than 10,000 inhabitants from which returns have been received 
for any one month of 1931. The are based on the 1930 census, 
In addition to those listed in the table there are 565 cities of an aggre. 
gete population of 3,122,732 which also have contributed returns 

uring the current. year. The population represented by the returns 
from counties and others is not included in this table. 


to the Bureau of aveneaen returns indicating the comin : 
ated classes re 


58, 340, 077 | arial n 
21, 330, 815 | 


} 
7, 160, 837 
27 


The above tables does not include 565 cities. of a population less than 10,000 aggregating a total of 3124782 
from which returns were received for 1931. 


Number of Regular Contributors Shows Notable Increase. : 
During the month of April returns were received from: 1,211 cities 
which contributed the figures for that month. This number 
sents a very substantial increase over the number received for the 
previous month, when 1,140 cities contributed current returns. bs 
it will be noted that the reporting area has increased with the gradual 
expansion which has marked the development of the netional system 
of le figures on offetises known or reported to the police based 
on the Uniform Classification of Offenses. fis 


States received and published currently during 1931. 
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Number of current returns published monthly, 1981 
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Supplementary Returns Requested. 


» Cities which have not contributed the returns for each month of the 
current year are requested to do so, so that figures on the number of 


offenses known will be available for the entire period. Supplementary 


returns, as distinguished from current, are those which have been 


received for previous months since the last issue of the bulletin. 
. In the table which follows the total number of returns received and 
published, including supplementaries for the current year, are shown. 


Total published returns, including supplementaries, 1931 
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Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 


The monthly per cent of each offense class to the whole for the feng 


four months of 1931 is shown in the following table. The figures arg 


based on the total number of offenses reported by all contributing — 


cities, exclusive of defective and incomplete returns. 


Per cent of offenses known, 1931 





o ; 
Part I classes of the Uniform Classification | January | February; March | April 


eRe 
100. 0 100. 0 | 
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Average Daily Offenses. 

The daily averages of the number of offenses known of the desig- 
nated classes, as reflected in the following table, are based upon 
the figures submitted by 1,136 cities which contributed both m 
March and April, exclusive of incomplete and patently defective 
returns. Due allowance was made for the variance in the number 
of days in each of the foregoing months. . 


Daily average, 1,136 miscellaneous cities 


Felonious homicide 


March, 1981... . 
April, 1931 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted 
75 cities each of a population of 100,000 or more which contribu 
returns both in March and April. Incomplete and defective ret 
are excluded. 


Daily average, 75 cities, 100,000 population and over 
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_ Murder and Nonnegligent Manslaughter. 


_ Contributors are reminded that under the above heading all unlaw- 


ful killings which are not the result of negligence should be recorded 
_ jnthe monthly return. The term “nonn nt manslaughter’’ should 
- not be interpreted to mean manslaughter which is caused by acci- 
| dental thoug! neonegioent means, as the group includes only un- 
 Jawful killi for w 

' There should be excluded from this classification in the monthly 
_ return all homicides which are attributable to negligence or accidental 


ich the offenders are liable to prosecution. 


causes. It will be seen, therefore, that the classification murder and 
nonnegligent manslaughter is limited to offenses of murder and man- 
slaughter not caused by negligence. 
TasLe I.— Number of offenses known to the police, April, 1981 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I) 
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Tasie 1.—Number of offenses known to the police, April, 1931—Continued 


State and city 
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Felonious homicide 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, April; 1931—Continued 


State and city 
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Taste I—Number of offenses known to the police, April, 1981—Continued 


State and city 
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State and city 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, April, 1981—Continued 
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TasiE I-A.—County and other reports of known offenses, April, 1931—Continued 


Felonious homicide 


Jurisdiction reporting | Total Murder 
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~ TasLe I-A.—County and other reports of known offenses, April, 1981—Continued 


Jurisdiction reporting 


UNITED STATES POSSES- 
SIONS 
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TasLe II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 


| Felonious homicide» 


State and city 
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Tasup II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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FEBRUARY, 1981—Con. 
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MARCH, 1931—Contd. 
NEW YORK 
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Taste [I-A.—Returns for previous months revised 


State and city 
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MARCH, 1931— 
Continued 
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